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Asian American Influencers & minority 
rights 



RIGHTS REVOLUTION

REDEFINING “MINORITY” RIGHTS 

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY →
EQUALITY OF RESULTS



WHO COUNTS AS A “MINORITY”? 



PROBLEM: HOW TO “PROVE” 
BELEAGUERED MINORITY STATUS?







JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
FEPC TESTIMONY, 

OCTOBER 1941, LOS ANGELES 

Mike Masaoka, 

National Secretary



READERS DIGEST , 
MAY 1949

Etsu Mineta Masaoka



MASAOKA/JACL TESTIMONY, 1947

*reparations for Japanese 

Americans

*naturalization + immigration 

rights

*halt deportations 

*JA’s as beleaguered minority





The Crisis, January 1945

Chicago Defender,  1953

Ina Sugihara, JACL



Committee on Fair Employment Practices

Pacific Citizen FEPC coverage,

various years

Permanent FEPC 

campaign

1945-1964: 100+ bills fail 

Congress

29 states pass FEP bills



JACL ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LEAGUE
STATEMENT BEFORE 

PRESIDENT’S COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACT 

COMPLIANCE,
JUNE 17, 1952



JOHN 
YOSHINO,

MARCH ON 
WASHINGTON, 
AUGUST 1963



Atlanta Daily World, 1956

JOHN YOSHINO 

Eisenhower President’s 

Committee on Government 

Contracts (1956-61)

Kennedy President’s Committee 

on Equal Employment 

Opportunity (1961-63)

“Oriental” data

proportionality + statistics






